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[para 6paho u cectpe,

O mpa3uuky borojaBbema mo3apaBikam Bac ceecpanHo
MPa3HUYHUM IT03/IPABOM:

Bor ce jaBu! Banctuny ce jasu!

BorojaBmeme je mpasHuk kojuM cBera LlpkBa mpocmaBiba
kpwitetke ['ocnoma namera Mcyca Xpucra y Jopaany on
JoBaHa, anu u OTKpOBeme BedHe UcTHHE aa je bor Orar, Cun
u Ilyx Ceeru. Kana cy rpemrau jpynu ynasunu y Jopaan aa
ux JoBaH KpcTH, BOJa je cIUpana CBE JbYJACKE Ipexe H
IyXoBHY mpJeaBinTuHy. Kanma je, mak, Ge3rpemHu [ocmon
Xpwucroc ymao y Jopaas, Ono je morpyxeH, Ho y3amkyhu ce
OH je Ha cebe mpey3eo CBe JbyJCKe rpexe, a Iberosum
M3TIACKOM 13 JopliaHa OTHOYH-E CBOj IMyT Ka [ onroTw.

O 0BOM Tpa3HUKY TPaJUIMOHAIHO ce ocBehyje Boma, Kao
cUMOONT OYHMCTWJIAYKOT CpEICTBA, a OJIarociioB KOjUM
CBEIITEHWK ocBehyje BOMy je WCTH OHA] KOjUM je
omarocnoBeH Jopman ynackoM [ocmoma Hcyca Xpucra y
Bony. CBH MM TMpaBOCIaBHU XpHUIINaHU ca BEPOM,
noboxkHOmhy ® ocoOuTtoM pagomihy CcBake TOAWHE
MPUXBATAMO U JIOYEKyjeMO OJiarocioB KojuM ce ocBehyje u
ountihyje cBa mpupona u cBa tBap. Ctora cBake roavHe u
ocBehyjeMo TOMOBE yIIacKOM M TPHCYCTBOM CBEIITCHHUKA U
KpOTUbEHEeM 0CBeheHOM BOJIOM.

Heka Oucmo mnHjemeM U KpOIUbEHEM OBOM OCBehieHOM
BoJIoM 1 oBor Jlera ['ocriommer, 3a100mmm UcTH GarocioB
KojuM je Jopman OmarocioBeH, Kako OHcMO OWIH
npocBeheHH W HQJaXHYTH, ajld W JyXOBHO OKPEJbEHU U
npounmiheHd, € aa OMCMO JOCTOJHO M OJUIYYHO NPaTHIIN
l'ocriona koju, TTOHEBIIM M Halle rpexe carnpane ocBehieHoM
BoJIoM, Kpehe Ha myT ka ['oirotu, cTpagamy, KpCHOj CMPTH,
QM KOHAaYyHO CBETOM M CIIaBHOM Backpcemy Hamera
criacema M BacKpcermha Pajiu.

Heka cy cpehnu m borom OmarociioBeHH OBH CBETH U
BEJIMYAHCTBEHU JAHH.

Bam y spy6aBu ['ocrioga Xpucra,

Csemrrennk Bmagumup Bpannh
Komnraxkr tein. 647-674-8301
En. Tlomrra: fr.vladimirv@gmail.com

Why Do We Have Our Homes Blessed?

J&ince we are reminded in Scripture to begin whatever we do with
a&prayer, it has been the practice of Orthodox Christians for centuries

to have new dwellings blessed either before or just after settling in.
This has been extended to one's business or office, and even college
dorm rooms. "The service performed by the priest to bless the new
dwelling is somewhat similar to the consecration of a church [in the
Russian practice] in that holy water, holy oil, and incense are used
and a lesson from the holy Gospel is read. All the rooms of the
house are sprinkled with holy water and each of the four outer
walls are anointed with the sign of the Cross with holy oil, a candle
placed before them, and after the censing of the house, the lesson
from the Holy Gospel is read. At the conclusion of the blessing, the
inhabitants are blessed with holy water.

Back to ""The Fall"

From Scripture we know that whatever God created was good, but
with "the Fall", evil entered the world, corrupting the creation. God
the Father sent His Son Jesus to save it by effecting a "new
creation”. This is celebrated at Theophany, specifically with the
Great Blessing of Water. "The consecration of the waters on this
feast places the entire world - through its 'prime element' of water -
in the perspective of the cosmic creation, sanctification, and
glorification of the Kingdom of God in Christ and the Spirit." (The
Orthodox Faith, Vol. Il, Worship, by Fr. Thomas Hopko, p.127.)
All the readings, hymns, prayers, and actions of the day speak of
God's presence in our entire world and universe, His
creation. Through water all of the creation is once again sanctified
by God, becoming good again, the way God had intended.

The Feast Of Theophany

The Feast of Theophany (or Epiphany) commemorates the Baptism
of our Lord in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. We know from
the troparion of the day that "the Trinity was made manifest™ to us.
But there's more to it than this. "When Jesus descends into the
depths of the river, there occurs a profound upheaval. It is not the
one baptized who is purified, for he is spotless; but it is the water
that is transfigured and illumined. This water, which was believed
to be transparent and purifying, is in fact polluted. By purifying the
elements, by sanctifying matter, Jesus frees the cosmos from the
powers of evil." (The Incarnate God, Vol. I, Catherine Aslanoff,
French edition editor, translated by Paul Meyendorff, p.163.)

The Great Blessing of Water and the Home

The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day's
Liturgy. Since our homes cannot be brought to the Church, the
Church - through the priest - goes to the homes. There the service
of blessing, which began in the church, is finished with the
sprinkling of water in the home. Traditionally, in most Orthodox
parishes, the priest personally visits all his parishioners each year to
pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless their
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surroundings with the newly sanctified water of Theophany

(January 19/6). By sanctifying our living quarters, our private $

We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the
year to bless our homes and to drink whether we are ill or as part of
our daily prayer life. "There are many occasions in family life when
a sip of holy water can help to remind us of the blessing that was
given 'to bestow sanctification’, 'unto healing of soul and body', 'to
be a fountain welling forth unto life eternal’, as the priest prayed in
the litany of Epiphany day." (Little Falcons: Water, Vol. 5, No. 2,
1998, p.33.)

Weaving Christ into Our Lives

The blessing of homes by these holy waters maintains the spiritual
association between the ‘family church' and the parish, as well as
again providing for the sharing of God's spiritual gifts. ... This
annual blessing is not as elaborate as the blessing of the new
dwelling, but because of this it should not be overlooked, for it is in
this way that the grace of God is extended to individual dwellings."
(Marriage and the Christian Home, p.25.)

If the priest comes to bless the home when the children are present,
they have the opportunity to see the parish priest in a different and
personal situation. If the priest permits, they can lead the way
through the house, or hold a candle. They receive a blessing with
water. For children, the house blessing shows the connection of the
Church to the home.

In Summary

What does it mean to ask God to bless something? All things in the
world have been spoiled right along with us. God must bless His
world again in order for it to be the way that He wants it to be. For
this reason God sent His Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit to the world:
to bless everyone and everything that He made, to make all things
good again. When the priest comes to bless our homes, he asks God
to have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill it with
every blessing. What a wonderful way to begin the New Year!

Mucao nana/Thought of the day

Iuena je suwie nouacmeosand 00 OCMAIUX HCUBOMUFbA, HE
3amo wmo paou, eeh samo wmo paou 3a opyee. Cetu JoBan
3naToycTH

The bee is more honored than other animals, not because she
labors, but because she labors for others. Saint John
Chrysostom

The Helper

.

priest is walking down the street one day when he

notices a very small boy trying to press a doorbell on
a house across the street. However, the boy is very small and
the doorbell is too high for him to reach.

After watching the boys efforts for some time, the priest
moves closer to the boy's position. He steps smartly across
the street, walks up behind the little fellow and, placing his
hand kindly on the child's shoulder leans over and gives the
doorbell a solid ring.

Crouching down to the child's level, the priest smiles
benevolently and asks, "And now what, my little man?" To
which the boy replies, "Now we run!"

O6asemrer-a/Announcements:

1) V merak 27. jaHyapa, Ha JjaH Kajia Haia cBeta Llpksa

npocnaBiba Csetor CaBy cBera Jlurypruja he
noyetn y 94. VYV wHememy 29. janyapa, nedja
npasHUYHA npupenda. Moimmo 1oBeanTe Aely Ja ce
33j€JIHO pajiyjeMO Ipa3HUKy!
On Friday, January 27, when our Holy Church
commemorates Saint Sava, the Holy Liturgy will
begin at 9AM. On Sunday January 29, a traditional
children’s show on the occasion of the Feast

2) Ilorpedne cy cehe 3a YacHy Tpnesy. YKOIMKO HEKO
xenu na npwioxu ceehe 3a Yacay Tpnesy, Moianmo
HeKa ce o0patu 0. Biagumupy.

We are in need of candles for the Altar table. If
anyone wishes to provide candles for the Altar table,
please, contact Fr. Vladimir

49 North Lake Rd. Richmond Hill, ON L4E 1A8, P.O. BOX: 2918


http://www.arhangelgavrilotoronto.com/
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/563103
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/563103
http://www.azquotes.com/author/21940-Saint_John_Chrysostom
http://www.azquotes.com/author/21940-Saint_John_Chrysostom

